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Welcome to 
KINDERGARTEN!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Introduce principal, kindergarten teacher(s) and anyone else presenting We’re excited to welcome you into our kindergarten classrooms this fall Today we’re going to share a bit about Kindergarten in Elk Island Public Schools, Kindergarten at Fultovale and how you can help prepare your child for kindergarten 
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Elk Island Public 
Schools (EIPS) serves:
 Sherwood Park

 Fort Saskatchewan

 Strathcona County

 Lamont County

 Western Portion of 
the County of Minburn

42
SCHOOLS

TOTAL

25
SCHOOLS OFFERING

KINDERGARTEN



Literacy-rich, play-based programming 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Kindergarten classrooms provide literacy-rich, play-based programming 
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Curriculum Areas
 English Language Arts and Literature

 Mathematics

 Physical Education and Wellness

 Science 

 Social Studies

 Fine Arts

 French Immersion Language Arts and 
Literature

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The kindergarten program helps prepare students for Grade 1 Kindergarteners do not need to be proficient in all these areas at the start of the year. These are the skills we’ll work on throughout the year to prepare them for Grade 1. 
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Kindergarten 
Curriculum
 New kindergarten curriculum 

implemented:
 Mathematics (2022-23)
 English Language Arts and Literature (2022-

23)
 Physical Education and Wellness (2022-23)
 Science (2023-24)
 French Immersion Language Arts and 

Literature (2023-24)

 Future kindergarten curriculum 
implementation:
 Social Studies (anticipated 2025-26)
 Fine Arts (to be determined)

Learn more at 
curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en


PowerSchool Parent 
Portal
 Online access to your child’s progress report, 

attendance and school fees

 One Parent Portal account to link all children in 
the family together

 Your account follows each student as 
they move through the Division

Learn more at eips.ca/parents/powerschool
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Quick link always available in the footer of the school website School staff will provide you with the information you need to set up your Parent Portal account (if you don’t already have children in the Division) and how to connect your kindergartener to your account There’s no need to create a new account each year. Once you’re set up, that Parent Portal account will be all you need for as long as you have students attending an EIPS school. If you have younger children who will start school in the years ahead, you’ll simply add them to your existing Parent Portal account when they start school.  

https://www.eips.ca/parents/powerschool


School Fees
 Paid online through the PowerSchool Parent 

Portal 

 Assessed at the start of the year 

 Others may be added throughout the year  

 Fee waiver policy 
Learn more at:
eips.ca/schools/fees
eips.ca/schools/fees/waiver-of-fees
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2025-26 school fees will be reviewed and approved by the Superintendent and Secretary-Treasurer later this spring. School fees are assessed at the start of the school year and will be posted on the PowerSchool Parent Portal in September.Fees are due within 30 days of being assessed Additional fees may be added throughout the year as your child takes part in various activities. Please check the PowerSchool Parent Portal on a regular basis to ensure all applicable fees have been paid. More info: https://www.eips.ca/schools/fees If circumstances exist where you are unable to pay your fees, you can apply to have certain fees waived. The Division will begin accepting 2025-26 fee waiver applications in June 2025. The application deadline for 2025-26 fee waivers is Dec. 15, 2025.  �https://www.eips.ca/schools/fees/waiver-of-fees  

https://www.eips.ca/schools/fees
https://www.eips.ca/schools/fees/waiver-of-fees


SchoolMessenger
 EIPS uses the SchoolMessenger system 

for sending information to families by 
phone, email and text—including bus 
cancellations or delays, inclement 
weather, upcoming events, school 
newsletters, parental engagement 
opportunities, emergency notices and 
more.

 Families can manage their subscription 
preference through their 
SchoolMessenger account. 

 Download the app to stay connected on 
the go.

Learn more at eips.ca/contact/subscribe
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the bottom, right corner of this slide is an embedded 1-minute video from SchoolMessengerFamilies must directly subscribe to receive updates via text. Details and instructions are available at https://www.eips.ca/contact/subscribe/sms. 

https://www.eips.ca/contact/subscribe


Permission Click
 EIPS uses the online Permission Click 

platform for many school and Division 
forms.

 Forms are easily accessible and fillable 
from mobile devices. No log in required.

 Emails will come from Permission Click. 
 Add notifications@permissionclick.com 

to your safe-sender list to ensure required 
forms aren’t mistakenly directed to your 
junk mail folder. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Only one parent/guardian on file can receive Permission Click forms.

mailto:notifications@permissionclick.com
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Student Transportation
 Bus routes 

 Bus passes 

 Transportation fees 

 Little Elk Island Adventure

 First day of kindergarten busing: 
September 4

Transportation fees are due June 30, 2025 
Fees are paid online at eips.ca/transportation/
transportation-fees/student-transportation-online-
payments 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Families who indicated needing transportation services when they completed the registration form are pre-registered You will receive more information, including tentative routes, schedules and invoices in May 2025-26 transportation fees will be reviewed and approved by the Board of Trustees later this spring. Transportation fees are paid online and are due June 30, 2025 �https://www.eips.ca/transportation/transportation-fees/student-transportation-online-payments Final bus routes and bus passes will be mailed to families in August The first day of busing for kindergarteners will be Thursday, September 4Families will be responsible for getting their children to and from school on staggered entry days

https://www.eips.ca/transportation/transportation-fees/student-transportation-online-payments
https://www.eips.ca/transportation/transportation-fees/student-transportation-online-payments
https://www.eips.ca/transportation/transportation-fees/student-transportation-online-payments
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Student Transportation: 
Little Elk Island Adventure
Students and parents learn: 
 How to be safe when around the bus 

 What the Danger Zone is and where it is located 

 How to board the bus and scan their bus pass 

 How to sit properly on the school bus 

 EIPS’ Code of Conduct 

Learn more at 
eips.ca/transportation/little-elk-island-adventure

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Little Elk Island Adventure is a program for first-time bus riders and their parentsGenerally offered in August before the start of school More information will be shared as it is available https://www.eips.ca/transportation/little-elk-island-adventure  

https://www.eips.ca/transportation/little-elk-island-adventure


EIPS offers full-day programming 
on 
alternating days.
 Mondays, Thursdays and select Wednesdays, 

or
 Tuesdays, Fridays and select Wednesdays
 Students are dismissed one hour earlier every 

Wednesday

Find the Division calendar at 
eips.ca/calendar

475 
instructional 

hours 
per year
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Visit the calendar page on the school’s 
website for school specific dates and 
events

https://www.eips.ca/calendar
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Staggered Entry
 To introduce new kindergarteners to 

school, Fultonvale offers staggered entry 
at the start of the school year.

 Children come in smaller groups for part 
days to learn a bit about the classroom, 
the school and daily routines.

 2025-26 staggered entry dates:

 Thursday, August 28th and Wednesday, 
September 3 (early dismissal day)

 Your 2025-26 staggered entry date will be 
communicated prior to the start of the 
school year

 First day of kindergarten busing: 
September 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain staggered entry and the specific dates for your schoolInform parents when they will find out the specific staggered entry date for their childReminder: The first day of busing for kindergarteners will be Thursday, September 4Families will be responsible for getting their children to and from school on staggered entry days
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School Supplies
 School supply lists are available on our 

school website -
https://www.fultonvale.ca/about/school-
supplies 

Tools for School is a program from the United 
Way that provides backpacks filled with school 
supplies to students in kindergarten to Grade 12 
whose families have limited resources. The 
supplies provided may not be everything that’s 
on your child’s supply list, but it’s a start.

If you would benefit from the Tools for School 
program, contact the school office.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
School supply lists are on the website and a link to the Staples list/partnership is there tooTools for School is a program from the United Way that provides backpacks filled with school supplies to students in kindergarten to Grade 12 whose families have limited resources. The supplies provided may not be everything that’s on your child’s supply list, but it’s a start.  If you would benefit from the Tools for School program, contact the school office. 

https://www.fultonvale.ca/about/school-supplies
https://www.fultonvale.ca/about/school-supplies


16

Events and Field 
Trips 
 This year, the kindergarten classes 

had multiple field trips. We visited 
Safety City and went to Smeltzer 
House. In addition to this, we host 
in-school activities, take nature 
walks, and participate in school-
wide events.
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Parent 
Involvement
 School Council 

 Fundraising Society - FSAC

 Parent volunteers

 Parent Teacher Conference

https://www.fultonvale.ca/parent-info/school-council
https://www.fultonvale.ca/parent-info/school-advisory-council-fundraising


Speech-Language 
Pathology (SLP) 
Services
 SLPs in kindergarten provide the 

following services, as needed:
 Informal classroom-based speech 

and language screening
 Speech and language assessment to 

identify need for further services
 Followup intervention or consultation 

for children transitioning from 
preschool programs
 Direct intervention and consultation 

based on identified needs
 Parent consultation
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Occupational Therapy 
(OT) Services
 OTs informally screen students’ 

participation in the classroom setting 
and provide universal strategies to the 
classroom staff.

 Service is primarily consultative, 
providing resources to classroom staff 
and parents when needed. Students 
with mild to moderate needs will be 
primarily served through these general 
classroom suggestions.

 OTs may have more direct involvement 
with children who have significant 
needs in the areas of self-care, 
regulation and motor skills.
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Specialized Supports Informed Consent

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Parents reviewed this information and chose whether or not to provide consent during the registration processThis is a great opportunity as SLPs are available to screen ALL kindergarten childrenIf you declined the screening during the registration process but would now like to provide consent, contact the school officeAfter this initial screening, no further assessment will take place without parental knowledge and consent
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Preparing for Kindergarten
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Communication and literacy 

Numeracy

Motor skills 

Self-help skills 

Social-emotional development 

Eye See, Eye Learn 

Learn more at eips.ca/programs-services/early-learning/kindergarten/preparing-for-kindergarten

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Literacy: explore print in everyday life, provide opportunities to interact with letters, recite rhymes and songs, read together Numeracy: explore shapes, count often, simple dice and card games, practice sorting Motor skills: printing and drawing, creation station, puzzles, outdoor play Self-help: age-appropriate chores, build independence, practice dressing/undressing outdoor clothes and putting shoes on/off Social emotional: stimulate curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, be positive about school, build emotional vocabulary, navigate feelings of disappointment and frustration, practice turn-taking and sharing Book an eye assessment/exam before your child start kindergarten to diagnose any vision or eye-health problems https://www.eips.ca/programs-services/early-learning/kindergarten/preparing-for-kindergarten  https://www.eips.ca/programs-services/early-learning/kindergarten/frequently-asked-questions  

https://www.eips.ca/programs-services/early-learning/kindergarten/preparing-for-kindergarten
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Preparing for Kindergarten: 
A Team Effort! 
 Preparing for Kindergarten email series:

EIPS will send a series of emails with fun 
activities to help you prepare your child for 
their kindergarten year. 
 Look for these emails and a special contest in 

May and June.

 Welcome to Kindergarten questionnaire: 
School and kindergarten teams are also busy 
preparing for your child. Families will receive 
a questionnaire where they can share 
important information about their child.
 If you haven’t yet completed the form, please 

do so the end of June.
 https://forms.office.com/r/9GzZVAY7wk

▸

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Information will be sent out directly from EIPS to all families with a child registered in kindergarten for the 2025-26 school year. Topics might include:learning about emotions and coping strategies, motor development, language and literacy, and building independence with self-care

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F9GzZVAY7wk&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Ference%40eips.ca%7Cc134861024b54c7dbadc08dd81dfc980%7C9e47afea5e5740c38443f2df4a2f4b3f%7C0%7C0%7C638809520352933280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lRVhzhMZJq27miE04m0kaN9kHT6623oOaoJ0n3%2FaSys%3D&reserved=0
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Typical Kindergarten 
Day 
 Student Attendance

 Bell schedule 

 Early Dismissal Wednesdays

 Parent drop off and pick up 

https://www.fultonvale.ca/parent-info/student-attendance
https://www.fultonvale.ca/parent-info/bell-schedule


















Family and Community 
Services
• Visit: strathcona.ca/fcs
• Phone: 780-464-4044
• Location: 401 Festival Lane, Sherwood Park 
(Community Centre, Second Floor)

• Office Hours:
• Monday, Wednesday and Friday
• 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Tuesday and Thursday
• 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Family and Community Services (FCS) is here to support people of all ages and stages along their journey through life. FCS provides help with achieving your goals, compassionate support for all of life's challenges and educational programming and support for families.There are many reasons why community members reach out for support. From child behaviour or parenting challenges to financial concerns and mental health, FCS will support individuals and families to take actionable steps in their journey. 

https://www.strathcona.ca/council-county/administration/departments/family-and-community-services/?utm_source=shorturl&utm_medium=printandsigns&utm_campaign=FCSpromo&utm_content=Shorturl-FCS
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Helpful Links
EIPS
 eips.ca/kindergarten 

 Facebook: 
facebook.com/ElkIslandPublicSchools

 Instagram: 
instagram.com/elkislandpublicschools

FULTONVALE
 https://www.fultonvale.ca/ 

ALBERTA EDUCATION
 Alberta Education curriculum: 

curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
=

https://www.eips.ca/programs-services/early-learning/kindergarten
https://www.facebook.com/ElkIslandPublicSchools
https://www.instagram.com/elkislandpublicschools/
https://www.fultonvale.ca/
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en
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Questions?
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