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September 3rd, 2010
Dear Parents/Guardians:

To celebrate the start of a new school year, the week of September 8th to 11th is Welcome Week!  Our staff organized the following events for elementary students to make each day special.

Tuesday, September 7th (12:05pm to 12:56pm)
Elementary House League “Mingle and Cheer” Day
Students are asked to wear their house color and participate in meeting their house team mates during the lunch hour and learn their own house cheer!  Earn house points for wearing your color. A sound meter will be present on the projector screen to detect the loudest cheer.  Points will also be awarded to the teams in this manner. This event will take place in the Gymnasium so please do not send microwave lunches on this day.  Houses are populated randomly by students.  Teachers will inform students of their teams.
Winspear
-  Colour:  White

Rutherford
-  Colour:  Red

MacEwan
-  Colour:  Blue

McClung
-  Colour:  Yellow

Wednesday, September 8th  (1:31pm to 2:15 pm)
“Musical Hoops” and “Beach Ball Bash”
Our Division One students (Grade 1 to 3) will undergo a game of Musical Hoops on one side of the Gymnasium. (Divided by the curtain).  While our Two (Grade 4 to 6) students will undergo the a game of Beach Ball Bash on the other side.  Each participating student will receive one point, while each team receives points for where they finish.
Thursday, September 9th
  (12:56 pm to 1:31 pm)
“Team Orienteering”
All Elementary students will be placed on one of thirteen teams with two Grade six leaders.  Each team will receive an orienteering map and must work together to ensure everyone on their team visits the control sites placed on the school grounds.  This is a cooperative game that will inspire our students from grades one to six to move as a team through the course.  Individual points for their Houseleague teams will be tabulated for visiting each of the control sites and for figuring out the mystery code word.

Friday, September 10th   (2:30pm to 3 pm)
“Firebird Freeze Dance” 
As a finale to Welcome Week, the students will meet in the gym and participate in a gigantic “Freeze Dance” activity.  Music will play and everyone will be out on the dance floor movin’ and groovin’ when the music stops the students must freeze, teachers will indicate which students did not freeze and they will then spectate the dance for a short time.  Each Freeze dance will be comprised of three songs, at the end of the third song the students still in shall be counted up for houseleague points.(Please wear your houseleague color to make counting easier!)  In between each of the Freeze Dance activities the students will undergo fun line dances like the “bird dance”, the “hokey pokey”, the “bunny hop”, etc.!

We are all looking forward to having some fun during the week and giving students a chance to meet and interact with other grades.  Should you have any questions or concerns about the events, please feel free to contact me.  Our focus will be on “Teamwork” not on the actual results of the competitions, as each student that participates will receive a point for their house league team.
We are in need of volunteers for the Team Orienteering Activities on Thursday.  If you are able to help out with the activity that day, please phone the office and let us know!  Join us on any of the days and welcome back to all our families!

Sincerely,

Ken Wlos(Assistant Principal) and Staff at Fultonvale Elementary Junior High
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